
Our readings today point us in the direction of redemption, salvation and repentance of sin.   

But, the language is not severe or heavy.  It is very gentle.   The Old Testament reading from 

Wisdom speaks, first and foremost, of the goodness that God has put into creation; everything 

is infused with his immortal spirit.  And it is this love for creation that calls forth repentance.  

Zacchaeus, as a tax collector, was a bad person.  He was a collaborator with the Roman 

occupiers, he cheated and extorted people, but Jesus declares that salvation has come to his 

home because Zacchaeus is also a son of Abraham.  He may have been a great sinner but he 

never lost that relationship as a child of God and so Jesus invites himself into Zacchaeus’ home 

because, despite his sins, Zacchaeus too is worthy of salvation.     

Now, when presenting a teaching on Christian morality, or trying to explain why some action 

may be sinful or wrong someone in protest may say, “just because I do x doesn’t make me a 

bad person.”  On the other side someone may come to confession holding one of those 

pamphlets with an extensive examination of conscience and declare, “after reading this I see all 

the things I’ve done I must be a really bad person.” What are they really saying?  If I took this 

too seriously I would have to look down on myself.  I would have to admit that I am a really 

awful person.    

I believe that such a manner of speaking is a sign that we have not really grasped the nature of 

sin, the nature of our transgressions, the nature of the evil that resides in our hearts.  If we start 

with ourselves and remain within ourselves, sure an admission of wrong doing is about being a 

bad person.  It means growing devil horns in order to tell the world I am evil.  But the book of 

Wisdom tells us today that repentance is not a declaration that I am evil.  Admission of guilt is 

about a movement towards, and a fidelity to, the goodness of God.  It is about salvation, it is 

about healing.  It’s about bringing to life the beauty that God has infused into his creation.   

In a letter she wrote to her sister, the great St. Terese of Lisieux, counselled, “If you are willing 

to serenely bear the trial of being displeasing to yourself, then you will be for Jesus a pleasant 

place of shelter”. Jesus says of Zacchaeus’ admission of guilt and offer of restitution that 

“Salvation has come to this house.”  Jesus has come to his home.  How difficult this admission 

must have been for Zacchaeus, to admit that he was a bad person.  But it wasn’t a moment of 

shame but a moment of joy.  Zacchaeus in his repentance, in becoming displeasing to himself is 

able to be for Jesus a pleasant place of shelter; is able to happily receive Jesus into his home.   

 

 


